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We analyzed the neonates  and children presenting with acute 
intestinal obstruction to our department and did anoutcome analysis to identify 
the factors affecting the morbidity and mortality. Over aperiod of  3  years ,  100 
cases  of  acute intestinal obstructions accounted for 30% ofthe abdominal 
emergencies in our setup. Intussusceptions were the commonest followed by 
intestinal atresia. Transfer to thetertiary care centre was delayed by more than 3 days 
after the diagnosis in 60% of thehospital and 80% of the home delivered neonates. 
The overall mortality rate was 5%(5 out of 100); however, it was significantlyhigher  in
 neonates  (10%,  3  out  of  30) . Inadequate  perinatal  care ,  prematuri ty,
associated congenital anomalies and delayedreferrals were the significant contributing
factors for mortality. First contact communityphysician and their  continuing medical
education especially regarding the neonatalintestinal obstruction will have a significantrole
 to play.




